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We are pleased to present this year’s programme, which continues the
festival’s long-standing tradition of bringing live performances of classical
music to the heart of West Somerset.

The Festival Orchestra returns for three orchestral concerts at the Regal
Theatre, with a varied and engaging repertoire. Alongside these, our two
chamber events at the Methodist Church provide a contrasting perspective:
the Young Musicians Recital, which opens the week, offers a platform for
exceptional performers at the beginning of their professional journeys - an
occasion that has become a firm favourite with audiences - while Thursday’s
chamber concert, given by members of the orchestra, highlights the artistry
and versatility of smaller ensembles.

We are deeply grateful to our musicians, sponsors and audiences whose
enthusiasm and support make this festival possible. Their commitment helps
us bring high-quality music to the region and fosters a welcoming, inclusive
cultural event for all.

As always, we have aimed to create a balanced programme that combines
familiar works with less frequently performed pieces. Whether you are a long-
standing supporter or joining us for the first time, we hope you will discover
something that excites and inspires you.

We invite you to explore the programme, attend as many concerts as you can,
and enjoy the wonderful combination of music and community that defines this
unique festival.

to the 2026 Minehead and Exmoor Music Festival.

The Festival Committee



At the heart of the festival is the Festival Orchestra, a full symphony
orchestra of 60 to 70 professional and semi-professional musicians who are
recruited each year to suit the programmes of the three concerts. They come
from all parts of the country, but mainly from the London area. Many of them
will be returning to Minehead after playing in the ensemble for many years
while others will be playing for the first time.

David Juritz was for many years leader of the
London Mozart Players and since 2005  has been

director of the Burton Bradstock Festival. He was a
soloist in our festival last year (and in four more before
that, the first in 1999). In 2026 he returns as Leader of

the orchestra, continuing an association with the
Festival that extends back more than 25 years.

Christopher Stark takes up the conductor’s
baton for his third year as Artistic Director of the
Festival, taking a break from his work with several
London orchestras, including the Multi-Story
Orchestra, which he co-founded and which won a
Royal Philharmonic Society award in 2016, before
appearing in the BBC Proms on three occasions.

This year’s soloists also have very different lengths of time associated with the
festival:
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Maxim Calver, the soloist in Monday’s concert,
is in the early stages of  his career as a soloist and

chamber player. He was a finalist and string section
winner in the BBC Young Musician competition in

2018 and since then he has been in high demand,
making his European Concerto debut in Hamburg in
2021. In August, after his appearance at Minehead

he will be playing with The Sinfonia of London in the
Edinburgh International Festival.

Festival Friends are a largely invisible, but important part of the
Festival. Like all such events the Minehead and Exmoor Music Festival could
not survive on the income from ticket sales alone. Grants and donations from
charities and other organisations are a vital supplement to the sale of tickets
and Festival Friends are an important part of that additional support. By
making a donation each year they help ensure that it can continue.
You can become a friend at any time by visiting the Support page on the
festival website (www.mineheadmusicfestival.org). However, the easiest way
is to make a donation when you purchase your tickets. The booking form
included in this Guide has a space to add your donation.

Christopher Wyatt, soloist in
Khachaturian’s Flute Concerto in
Wednesday’s concert, was a soloist in
the Festival in 2004 (on that occasion
playing the Flute Concertina by
Chaminade) and was for many years a
member of the flute section in the
Orchestra.
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Festival Hosts are local residents who very generously provide free
accommodation for the members of the orchestra. (Most of the musicians
come to Minehead for the week of the festival, although some will be here for
just two or three days.) Every year a few hosts are unable to continue for one
reason or another, so we are always pleased to hear from potential new hosts.
If you live in or near Minehead and would like to offer Bed and Breakfast
accommodation to a member of the orchestra (all other catering is provided by
the festival) please email or phone us.

Date Time Venue Event Soloist Tickets

Saturday 25th July 3.00pm Methodist
Church

Young Musicians
Recital Free

Monday 27th July 7.30pm Regal
Theatre

Orchestral
Concert £22, £5

Wednesday 29th July 7.30pm Regal
Theatre

Orchestral
Concert £22, £5

Thursday 30th July 3.00pm Methodist
Church

Chamber
Concert Free

Saturday 1st August 7.30pm Regal
Theatre

Orchestral
Concert £22, £5

Maxim Calver
(cello)

Christopher Wyatt
(flute)

Methodist Church
Capacity 250

Regal Theatre
Capacity 400
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Betsy Chow is currently in Year 13 at Sherborne
Girls School, where she is a Music and Academic
Scholar. She plays the cello, piano, and sings. Her
cello journey began at  at the age of six and has
continued with a string of awards for cello at a
number of festivals. Betsy recently achieved a High
Distinction (48/50) in her Diploma ARSM Cello and
hopes to take her Classical Singing Diploma and
Piano Grade 7 later this year.
Betsy is honoured to play the “Berry Cello” from
Cherubim’s Music Trust.

Elliott Coles is age 13 and goes to Kingsmead
Community School, Wiveliscombe. He started playing

the trumpet when he was 5 and recently passed his
ATCL diploma. Elliott is a member of the National

Youth Brass Band of Great Britain and also plays with
Taunton Concert band and Wiveliscombe town band.
He is a youth member of the Royal British Legion and

plays the last post at many of their events.

Please note this is a free concert: donations are welcomed

Young Musicians Recital
3.00pm  -  Methodist Church

Betsy Chow cello
Ana Manero accompanist

Elliott Coles trumpet
Gary Cooper accompanist



The Festival Orchestra
David Juritz leader

Christopher Stark conductor
Maxim Calver cello

7.30pm  -  Regal Theatre

Mendelssohn Hebrides Overture
Elgar Introduction & Allegro for strings
Saint-Saens Cello Concerto No.1
Bruch Adagio on Celtic Melodies
Haydn Symphony No.99 in Eb major

The concert opens with Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture (“Fingal’s
Cave”), a vivid musical seascape, inspired by the composer’s visit to the

Scottish coast, that captures the grandeur and restless energy of the ocean.

Elgar’s Introduction and Allegro for strings - a cornerstone of the English string
repertoire - showcases the ensemble in a dynamic interplay between solo
quartet and full orchestra, blending nobility with rhythmic vitality.

Saint-Saëns’ Cello Concerto No.1, is a compact yet exhilarating masterpiece.
Dispensing with traditional pauses between movements, it unfolds as a
continuous narrative, demanding both technical agility and expressive depth
from the soloist.

Bruch’s Adagio on Celtic Melodies offers a moment of reflection. Drawing on
traditional Scottish tunes, it highlights the composer’s deep affection for folk-
inspired material.

The programme concludes with Haydn’s Symphony No.99, one of his
celebrated “London” symphonies. Elegant, inventive, and full of character, it
balances wit and grandeur, culminating in a spirited finale that brings the
concert to a joyful close.
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Beethoven’s Overture to The Creatures of Prometheus is a work
that reflects the composer’s early heroic style. Full of energy and

brilliance, it captures the spirit of the mythological figure who brings
enlightenment to humanity.

In contrast, Khachaturian’s Flute Concerto introduces a more exotic
and lyrical soundscape that highlights the flute’s expressive range—
from agile virtuosity to haunting, song-like lines—while the orchestra
provides vibrant, often dance-like accompaniment.

A brief but luminous interlude follows with Lili Boulanger’s D’un matin
de printemps. This delicate, impressionistic work shimmers with light
and freshness, evoking the gentle awakening of a spring morning.

The concert concludes with a suite from Tchaikovsky’s beloved ballet
Swan Lake. Drawing together some of the score’s most memorable
moments, the suite moves from graceful dances to deeply emotional
scenes, combining elegance, drama, and unforgettable melody.

The Festival Orchestra

Christopher Stark conductor
Christopher Wyatt flute

7.30pm  -  Regal Theatre

Beethoven Overture

David Juritz leader

The Creatures
of Prometheus

Khachaturian Flute Concerto
Boulanger D’un matin de printemps
Tchaikovsky Swan Lake Suite
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Our afternoon Chamber Concert, performed by members of the orchestra,
will feature works for winds and strings. The programme includes works

by Mozart, Puccini, Gordon Jacob and Ruth Gipps.

The works of both Mozart and Puccini are loved by audiences for their
beautiful melodies. Puccini is best know for his operas, such as Madame
Butterfly and La Bohème.

We are also featuring two English composers, Gordon Jacob and his
contemporary and former student Ruth Gipps. Both these 20th century
composers were influenced by Vaughan Williams, among others, and wrote in
a traditional tonal idiom unlike some of their more avant-garde
contemporaries. Jacob and Gipps are respected for their wind writing with
Gipps also being a champion for women musicians and Jacob an
orchestrator, arranging music for national occasions such as Queen Elizabeth
II’s coronation.

3.00pm  -  Methodist Church

The Festival Chamber
Ensemble
Members of the
Festival Orchestra

Please note this is a free concert: donations are welcomed
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The Festival Orchestra
David Juritz leader

Christopher Stark conductor

7.30pm  -  the Regal Theatre

Copland Buckaroo Holiday from Rodeo
de Falla El Amor Brujo
Rachmaninov Symphony No.2

Saturday’s concert brings the festival to a close with a programme of striking
contrasts, The evening begins with Aaron Copland’s Buckaroo Holiday

from Rodeo, a lively and rhythmically vibrant depiction of frontier life. With its
energetic syncopations and unmistakable American character, the music
conjures images of wide-open spaces and exuberant dance.

From there, the atmosphere shifts to the sultry and dramatic world of Manuel de
Falla’s El Amor Brujo. Rooted in Andalusian folk traditions, this suite tells a tale
of love, jealousy, and the supernatural. Its vivid orchestration and distinctive
flamenco-inspired rhythms create a sound world that is both haunting and
intensely expressive, most famously in the ritualistic “Dance of Fire.”

The concert concludes with Sergei Rachmaninov’s Symphony No.2, one of the
great pillars of the late Romantic repertoire. Expansive in scale and rich in
melody, the symphony unfolds with sweeping emotional breadth—from
brooding introspection to moments of radiant lyricism, particularly in its
celebrated slow movement. The triumphant finale brings the work, and the
festival, to a powerful and exhilarating close.



Booking is in two phases:

Priority Booking from 1st  June
Public Booking from 16th June

The Regal Theatre, Minehead TA24 5AZ
Box Office: 9.30am to 12.00pm  Monday to Saturday
Telephone: 01643 706430
On-line: www.regaltheatre.co.uk

For Public Booking
from 16th June, tickets must be purchased directly from the Regal Theatre,
either in person, by phone or on-line:

● Including a Friends donation of at least £30 entitles you to priority
booking.

● Please indicate your choice of seating (there is a Seating Plan of
the Regal in the form).

● If you have given an email address we will notify you by email
which tickets have been allocated to you.

● Tickets can be collected from the Regal Theatre Box Office (after
16th June).

For Priority Booking
complete the online form in the Booking section of the website

Minehead & Exmoor Music Festival Society
is a Registered Charity No.260276

Tel: 07810 300787
Email: mineheadmusicfestival@gmail.com

Website: www.mineheadmusicfestival.org


